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The Fourfold Gospel (abbreviated FFG) sections that cover 

this week are Sections 17 and 20. They are in a separate PDF 

file that is available on Google Drive (ask Smith for the link) 

or on our website at ozarkcoc.org.  

It is recommended that you read the Scripture portion indi-

cated in the headings, then the FFG section, then answer the 

questions.  The readings are a little long, but they are well 

worth the reading.  

In the FFG, lower case letters (a, b, c, d) are used to designate 

which Gospel account the reading is from—Matthew (a), Mark 

(b), Luke (c) and John (d).  
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LESSON V – The Ministry of John 

 

FFG Section 17 – MINISTRY OF JOHN 

(Wilderness, Jordan A.D. 26) 

Mt 3:1-12; Mk 1:1-8; Lk 3:1-18 

HIS PERSONAL HABITS 

In what part of Judea was John reared? (Lk. 1:80). Locate on a map 

When he entered on his ministry what was his food and dress? (Mt. 3:4).  

What was the propriety of his camel's hair clothing?   

Ans.—It was coarse raiment, and therefore well adapted to his life of self-denial. 

Are locusts suitable for food?  

Ans.—Yes; they are eaten to this day by the poorer classes in Arabia. 

Did John ever drink wine or other intoxicating liquors? (Lk. 1:15) 

What did Jesus say of John's habits compared with His own? (Mt. 11:18-19) 

What was the wisdom of such a mode of life?  

Ans.—John’s mission was to preach repentance, and his mode of life, being a constant 

rebuke to the luxury and self-indulgence of the age, gave greater weight to his preaching.  
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Why did not wisdom require Jesus to live the same way?  

Ans.—He came not to insist especially on any one duty, but to give proportionate instruc-

tion on all the duties of life, and therefore it was best for him to go to no extreme in his 

manner of living. 

HIS PREACHING 

What was the chief subject of John's preaching? (Mt. 3:1-2) 

What did John say to the Pharisees and Sadducees (Mt. 3:7-10)? 

What is meant by the figure of the ax and the trees in the verse last quoted?  

Ans.—That, as each tree which did not bring forth fruit would be hewn down with the ax, 

so each man who did not bring forth the fruits of repentance would be punished. 

How did John explain to the people, the publicans, and the soldiers, what he 

meant by the fruits of repentance? (Lk. 3:10-14)  

Note—The demand made of each party shows that a reformation of life was what he 

called "fruit meet for repentance." 

FFG Section 20 – JOHN’S INTRODUCTION OF JESUS 

(Bethany Beyond Jordan, February A.D. 27) 

Jn. 1:19-34 

HIS TESTIMONY CONCERNING JESUS 

What is said of John as a witness for Jesus? (Jn. 1:6-8) 

What testimony did he give before the baptism of Jesus? (Mt. 3:11-12) 

Was this all, or is it only a specimen of his testimony? (Lk. 3:18) 
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What questions were put to John about himself, and how did he answer them? 

(Jn. 1:19-27). Why did they think he was the Christ?  

Ans.—They were looking for the Christ to appear, and they naturally mistook for him so 

extraordinary a person as John. 

What further did John say about Jesus? (Jn. 1:29-30)  

How did John know Jesus to be the Lamb of God? (Jn. 1:31-34)  

What took place the next day after this last testimony? (Jn. 1:35-40) 

What is the last testimony we have from John? (Jn. 3:28-30)  

What use did Jesus afterward make of John's testimony? (Jn. 5:31-35) 

What use did Paul make of it? (Acts 13:25) 

Why did the people think John was Elias (Elijah in OT)? (Jn. 1:21)  

Ans.—Because it was predicted that Elias or Elijah would come before the day of the Lord. 

(Mal. 4:5.)  

Why did John say he was not Elias, when Jesus, in Matthew 11:14, says he was? 

Ans.—He denied being Elias in person, but he was the one figuratively called Elias or Elijah 

by Malachi, because he was so much like that prophet in his denouncing sin and calling 

Israel to repentance. 

What prophet is the one called “that prophet” in the question put to John? (Jn.1:21)  

Ans.—It was a prophet predicted by Moses and really the Christ, though the Jews did not 

know this (Deut. 18:15) 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Joh+1:21

